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Queft. I. fz HE meaning of that Text x Cor. 


1%. 102 A Woman ought to have 
power on her Head becaufe of the 
Angels. 

Anjiv. This is a Queftion admitting of fo much 
Difpute, and there are others of fo much difficulty 
depending on it, that it rather needs a Volume than 
fuch a Paper as this to difcufs it. And indeed one 
Branch ef it only, that of Long-Hair, (as we generally 
interpret it) in the 14. ver/. of this fame Chapter, has 
employ‘d fome of the moft Learned Pens in Europe, 
who have compofed juft Treatifes thereon. However 
we'll endeavour to give as full a View of it as our 
fhort Limits will permit, and in order thereunto muft 
be fored to touch on fome of thofe Queitions we 
have already hinted at: What is meant by Prophefie, 
what by being Cover’d, and what by that 7 xouay, 
or having /onger Hair, as well as the main Difficulties 
in the Text it {clf, what is meant by this $¥scie, or 
Power, and what by the Angels, neither of which can 
be very well clear‘d till we have firft difpatched the 
others, nay indeed we muft explain moft of the Pre- 
ceding Context for the fame Reafon. St. Pau/ in this 
Chapter exhorts the Corinthians to keep thofe wueg- 
ééceis, or Traditions, which for fear of the Papifts our 
Tranflators have turn‘d Ordinances; which he had de- 
livered unto them, whence E/teus and others of the 
Romifh Communion indeed weakly Argue for their un- 
written Traditions, relatingsto Points of Doctrine and 
Articles of Faith after theCanon of Scripture was perfe- 
<cted, and miraculous Gifts ceafed, and the Gofpel 
planted in the World, neither of which takes place 
here; thofe Traditions or Ordinances being only mat- 
ters of Difcipline or outward Behaviour in the publick 
Affemblies or Churches of God, that all things might 
be done decently and in order, and according to the 
Cuftoms directed by the Apoftles, and then in Ufe by 
all regular Chriftians : Amongf{t others, he treats of 
the Gefture or Potture in Praying or Prophefying, 
both of Man and Woman, wherein the Corinthians, 
it feems, had’ forgotten, or regarded not what he had 
taught them; probably becaufe he had no exprefs 
Direction from our Saviour for it, and contrary to 
what he had commanded the Mex, pray‘d and prophe- 
fy‘d with their Heads cover’d, the Women with theirs 
uncovered; and he in the former part of this Chap. 
endeavours to bring them to the quite contrary. To 
clear which Cuftom, as well as thefe in the Text, we 
mutt firit, as was propofed, enquire what is meant 
by this Prophefying fo frequently mentioned in the 
Writings of this Apoltle. By Prophefying was meant 
firft a miraculous Gift of Praifing God either by 
Pfalms, or Hymns, or otherways : Sometimes prat- 
fing God without Hymns, and in plain Profe, which 
is prov d as far as can be done by a Negative Argu- 
ment from Aés 10. 46. When the Holy Gholt fell 
on the Friends of Cornelius, they were heard fpeak- 
ing with other Tongues, and Magnifying or Praifing 
God, but nothing there of Singing mentioned How- 
ever by Prophefying isfometimes meant finging Gods 
Praifes, as appears pretty plain from 1 Sam. 10. 5. 
where the Prophets are defcribed coming down the 
Hill and Prophefying with a Pfaltery and a Tabret, 
and a Pipe and a Harp; and thus indeed the very 
Heathens {tile their Pnefts, Vates being applied to 
therm as well as their other Poets ; fo @neas in Vir- 
gil calls Helenus Varem, and jutt after falutes him 
by the Title of Inrerpres Divum, andthe Devil taught 
his Prophets as well as Gods, to give our their Ora- 
cles in Verfe, ( fuch as they were) but befides this, 
Prophefying was taken for revealing ay Secret thing, 
either furure or prefent, the fecrets of Mens: Hearts, 
of dark places in Sertpture, or furure Events : Laftly, 


"tis taken as many think- - ee 
For publickly Preaching, Initructing, or. Teaching 
others. We mutt now enquire which of thefe ways of 
Prophefying is here intended, which will give no in- 
confiderable Light to the prefent 0 ger The 
Laft we conclude it cannot be, becaufe that O ‘ice is 
plainly reftrain’d to the Men, and Woman forbidden 
to fpeak in that Sence in the Church, and ordered 
more than once, to learn in Silence with all Subje- 
ction. But this way of Prophefying, if any where 
intended inthe Apoftles Writings, feemsto be inclu- 
ded in that Exhortation of his, Cap, 14. verf. 29. Let 
the Prophets {peak two or three, and let the other 
Fudge, and 31. For ye may a¥ Prophecy one ly 
one. Though thefe Texts alfo relate to, thofe admi- 
rable Gifts before mentioned, whereby they reveal 
the moft fecret Thoughts of thofe who came inte 
their A/femblies, as St. Peter thofe of Ananias and 
Saphira. But other fort of Prophefies there were in 
which the Congregation might all join, nay the Wo- 
men as well as Men, which mult be Praying or Sing- 
ing Pfalms, one great part of Prayer being Praises, 
or celebrating the Praife and Honour of God the pro- 
per Work of a Prophet, which are here(put together, 
[a Woman Praying or Propitefying ] not improbably 
to give a hint what fort of Prophecy the Apottle 
meant. To be yet clearer, as far as tis poffible in 
thefe antient things concerning which we can do little 
more than guefs ; lets enquire into that Text in the 
14. 0f this Epiftle, 25. where mention is made of —- 
a Pfaim, a Doctrine, a Tongue, a Revelation, an In- 
terpretation: And here fome have thought that the 
firtt of thefe, a P{aim, was,not joined in by the reft 
of the Congregation, becaufe they are reprov‘d for 
having every one a Pfalm, &c. But this may be eafi- 
ly folv'd, for each Singing a different Pfalm undoubt- 
edly mutt caufe Contufion, which if they took their 
Courfes, as the Apoftle directs a little lower, and all 
Sung one, asthe Congregation and Priefts in Daviu‘s 
tune ; and no doubt the Prophets before in Samue/‘s, 
would be eafily remedy‘d. -And were onJy this man- 
ner of Prophelying ufed by the Women, it would have 
been fufficient to complete the Prophecy of God in 
the Old Te/tament ; that on his Servants and Hand- 
maids hee‘d pour out of his Spirit, and they thould 
Prophecy: But we are ready to believe another fort 
of Prophecy was alfo granted them in the fulfilling of 
that Promife, namely that they alfo revealed Secrets. 
This we are fure was done by feveral Holy Women 
in the New Teftament, as Anna, the Bleffed Virgin, 
and Elizabeth, and the Daughters of Agabus. So 
thata Palm, or a Revelation the Women wep but 
a Doctrine or an Interpretation we believe they never 
had as being the Mans Province, much lefs can we 
think they were trufted with the Gift of Tongues, —— 
Let thus much then fuffice of Prophecy. We may 
now advanceto the Second thing, The Gelture, 
Potture, Vefture or Habit, wherein they were to 
Prophecy, a Man aperto capite with his Head. unco- 
vered, a Woman operto, with her Head covered ; 
the Reafons whereof he adds, Becaufe the Head of 
every Man % Chrift, and by Praying or Prophefying 
covered he dif/honoureth his Head, as the Woman daes 
by having hers uncovered. The meaning of which 
Reafon, and fome of which words we mutt enquire 
into before we can get any further. That Chritt is 
now the Head of all Mankind none can deny who be- 
lieve the Scriptures, and grant hyn to be the Second 
Adam ; and this is the Head ate si Man difhon- 
oureth by covering it, as well as his own Head, for 
we believe both are here included) That the Mans 
own Head is here included, and that it was at that 
time, and in thofe Countries di/boneured whea eover- 
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ed is very phat from the whole fcop: of the Werds, 
and the oppofition in the cafe of the Woman, but 
by the Head two other things were alfo intended : 
Firft, all the Body, or rather all the Man ; this is 
beyond difpute, it being a common way of Expre/fi- 
@6n both in thofe Eaiiern and even our European 
WelternNations, now knoweft thou not that I thy Ma- 
fier will be taken from thy Head to day, & — per Ca- 
_ put hoc juro are fufficient proofs hereef. But we 
think it as evident in the fecond place, that dur Sa- 
viour is here chiefly and ultimately intended, elfe 
why is he jutt the very verle before mentioned as 
the Man's flead, and why is the Apo(tle fo careful 
to let °em know, and fo can in making the De- 
claration on’t, (I would have you know ) that the 
Head of every Man is Chrift ? In the fame manner 
we believe is that of the Woinan to be underttood ; 
and indeed if ’tis once granted that the Head which 
the Man Difhonours by being Covered, is his own 
Natural Head, and alfo thereby Chrift who is his Moral 
or Political Head, will not be denied ; that the Head 
which the Woman Difhonours by her being Unco- 
vered, is firit her own, and then the Mans, who is 
her Politital, or O&conomical Head. 

Having thus taken this rub out of the way, and 
reconciled the two Opinions, we go on to inquire 
into. the reafon why the Man’s being Cover’d Difho- 
nours him and his Head, and the Womans Head 
Uncover’d, her and hers. For the Man there were 
rwo Reafons, the firit relating to a C#vil Right,which 
more imediately we might refer to his own 
Natural Head. The fecond, Sacred relating to Chriit, 
his Political and Spiritual Head, tho both having 
s clear dependance on each other. the Civil Right is 
that of all Ingenuous and Free Men among the An- 
cients, to walk aperto Capite, with their Face and 
Head open and bared to the Air, the contrary where- 
unto, was thought either a Badge otf Slavery, ora 
mark of a Luxuridus Delicate aad Effeminate Per- 
fon, who could not fuffer as we fay, the leat 
breath of Wind to blow upon hun, either to dif- 
compofe or hurthim: And this the Eaftern Nations 
fo tarobferve, thar they make Baring their Feet, and 
Covering their Heads,a token of, Subjection andObey- 
fance. Now in a Mar appearing in the Congregation 
when he fpoke in Chriit’s Name and by his imme- 
diate Infpiration, in the habit or pofture of a Slave, 
with his Head Covered, did Difhonour his Head: 
Difhonour, onDehonettare himfelf, and thereby his 
Saviour in whofe name he fpoke, as if he were only 
King of Slaves, and had not rather broke our Yoke 
made usC/sldren and Heirs,and vindicated us unto the 
glorious Liberty of the Sons of God: But by thus ap- 
pearing Cover’d, a Man did Difhonour Chriit his 
Head, more womediately, as relating to a Sacred 
Right, in ufe not only among the Jews, but all the 
Eattern Nations, but even all the Heathens, which 
was being always Cover'd, entra Sacra while they 
were at their Devotion. The Romans efpecially, as 
the Learned Lud. Capellus has obferved both the 
Priefts, who were covered either with a Cap or Mi- 
tres, or Garlands (that Learned Man fhould have 
added, as Servsus did upon Virgil, except when they 
Sacrifice to Satwrn, or Hercules, which they were 
to perform with Heads Uncovered) and this the 
People us’d to do with fome part of their Garment. 
And this it fhould feem by the Poets manner of 
Writing its Original, fhould bea very ancient Cnftom, 
for he brings in He/enus directing his Flero. Quin 
ubi &5 pofitts aris jam vota in littore folves. Purpureo 
velare comas adapertus amictu. Nequa snter San@os 
ignes in honore Deorum. Hoftsl:s facses occurret &F 
owinta. Nay, he adds, Homo foci morem facrorum 
bene iipfe tereto. Hac cafti manent in Religione nepo- 
tes!—— rurbet. But whatever pretences they might 
have. for this Practice, there is no doubt to be made 
that it proceeded from the Slavith Superftitious Fear 
the Heathens were under in the Worfhtp of their Idols, 
who indeed were Devz/s as the Scripture tells us, 

and i fer 60 over their miferable Votaries. And 
indeed the Jews themfelves were a {tiff-neck'd People, 
and when they did Worfhip the true God, generally 
did it more out of Fear than Love ; and for this rea- 
ion we may prefume took up the fame Cuftom,tor we 


are ae fure that they ufed it long fince,as Maimonidesin 
his Mi(na informs us,as that they do it now,or thar they 
have no warrant in Scripture for fo doing Now ifthe 
Corinthians it’s probable had taken up this Catton ev 
ther from the Jews or Heathens,bur we bélieve trom the 
fatter by what remains to be faid of the Woman. Now 
by this following the Jews, Heathen, difgracing Gods 
Service, appearing betore him in the habit of Fear 
and Grtet, or Mourners 5 the Corinthians did repre. 
fent our Saviour as a hard Matter, and fo difhorour 
their Head before the World, making him Irke to 
the Gods of the Heathen, whereas he commands them 
to go boldly to the Throne of Grace, and yet reve. 
rendly too, and has made Faith, or a firm Contdence 
in him when our works are furtable; the Condition 
not only of any Biefling we are to obtain trom him, 
but even of Erernal Life. This for the Mans being un- 
covered, now forsthe Womans having her Head co- 
ver'd leaft the difhonour her Head. When we frft 
read that: Text, and what fucceeds it, of a Womans 
long Hair, that ‘twas decorous for a Woman xeyuay, 
and Salmafius's Learned Notes upon‘t, wherein he 
underftands not xevay of long promith Hair, but ra- 
ther of curi’d Hasr, which thereby is fhorten‘d, be- 
ing tyed up.and plaited, and roll’d in the form ofa 
Crown on the Womans Head, which is indeed a Glory 
to them, as tis call‘d in the Text, not the contrary 
when weread this we immediately reflected on the 
Cuftom of the Priefteffes and Prephetefles among the 
Heathens, who when either Sacrificing or delivering 
Oracles, ufed to have their Heads uncovered and their 
Hair difheavel’d loofe about their Shoulders, to which 
there feemed to us fome Allufion in this Cuitom of 
the Corinthian Women, and this Judgment we are 
fince confirm‘d in by finding ’tis the fame wich the 
Pious and Learned Mr. Fo. Medes in his Diatrib. on 
the Place. They did it, fays he, out of a wicked 
Imitation of the Gentile Heathen PrieftefJes, who 
when they worjhipt their Idols or gave forth their 
Oracles, as Pythea, or the Sibyls, or perform’d Sacrs- 
fices, as the Menades or Bacchanals were wont to do 
it in an unufual Habit, with their Faces bared, 
and their Hair loofe and difbeavel’d. Thus far he, 
and innumerable Inftances might be brought out 
of the Heathen Poets and Hittorians to confirm it, 
Ovzd is full of uch Difcriptions. Thus Ovid defcribes 
Medea Sacrificeing to Hecate. Nudos humerus infufa 
capillos; agen, Er tantum Calo tegitur, which we 
believe may refer to her Head as well as the open Air. 
This Cuftom it feems the Corinthian Women fol- 
lowed, unveilling their Faces, and difheavelling their 
Hair when they Prophefied, that they might appear 
ina Sacred Rage as well as the Sibyls and Prietteffes 
of Apollo; this the Apoftle tells them is 4:/honourzng 
their Meads , For rao Reabae becaufe the’ Vez! is a 
token of Subjection and Modefty, and becaufe the 
difordered dreis was Immodeft ; now by throwing off 
their Veils without their Husbands leave, they fhew‘d 
they régarded not their Duty and Subjection to them, 
by uncovering, undreifing their Heads and difheavell- 
ing their Hair, they feemed like mad People ; and fo 
difhonoured ‘or expofed both their natural Heads, 
themfelves, and their Political Heads, their Husba ids. 
After all this we think what remains eafie, that by the 
Womans having Power on her Head, or Government, 
which is the fame, ¢£scia and t€sosd@ew moit pro- 
perly fignifying a Moral political Authority or Poae7, 
we fay by her having Government on ber Head, is 19 
more than her being wander Governmeat, namely her 
Husbands, on whom the power is placed by God; 
rhe 94 Rule over thee: the Symbol of which Sub- 
jection was the Veilin thofe Eaitern Nations. As for 
the laft Difficulty, Becaufe of the Angels.We believe axe 
either meant thofe Angels or miniltring Spirits, which 
Jook into the Church, and are witnefies of our Beha- 
viour there, or elfe the Angels of the, Churches, tic 


‘Bithops or chief Men who pretide in the Caurch, whom 


they ought to Refpect or Reverence ; both Opinions 
we Efteein probable, but rather incline to che former. 


Qdvertifements. 


"THe Poetical Queftions wil! he Publifhed to Morrow. 
Continue fending in your Queitions to Seth's Col 
fee-Houfe in Stocks-Market: 
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